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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: the "tag" (Claim 19, Line 2 and Claim 20, Line 1) and the 
"text description" (Claim 19, Lines 2-3). 



Claim Objections 

Claim 14 objected to because of the following informalities: 

• the term "deceasing" in Line 9 should be amended to — decreasing — because it 
appears to be a typographic error. 

Claim 20 objected to because of the following informalities: 

• the term "an" in Line 1 should be amended to — a — so that the claim reads 
more clearly. 



Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4 and 6-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ferrel et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,860,073. 
Claim 1: 

Ferrel discloses a method of electronically rendering data on a computer 
readable medium (see Figure 6), comprising: 

• receiving one or more text objects (382, Figure 6) and floating objects (390, 
Figure 6); 

• generating floating areas to house the floating objects ("floating areas" are 
generated to house floating objects 390 and 392 in Figure 6); 

• outputting the floating areas at predetermined locations (see Column 17, Lines 
57-60); 

• generating one or more textual areas to house the text objects, the textual areas 
comprising an outputted area where the floating areas have been removed 
("textual areas" are generated to house text objects 382 and 386 in Figure 6; 
these "textual areas" comprised an outputted area where the floating areas "have 
been removed" in that the textual areas are located wherever the "floating areas" 
are not located); and 
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• outputting the textual areas adjacent to the floating areas (see Figure 6). 
Claim 2: 

Ferrel discloses the method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

• linking the textual areas creating a linked list of textual areas; and 

• sequentially inserting the text objects into the linked list starting at a head of the 
list (see Figures 7 and 8; see Column 17, Line 61 through Column 20, Line 62 - 
the "textual areas" are linked to the respective "text objects" which are 
"sequentially inserted" into the "linked list" as specified through the project editor). 

Cla im 3 : 

Ferrel discloses the method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

• linking the floating areas creating a linked list of floating areas; and 

• sequentially inserting the floating objects into the linked list starting at a head of 
the list (see Figures 7 and 8; see Column 17, Line 61 through Column 20, Line 
62 - the "floating areas" are linked to the respective "floating objects" which are 
"sequentially inserted" into the "linked list" as specified through the project editor). 

Claim 4 : 

Ferrel discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the floating areas and the textual 
areas are generated by forming geometric rectangles (see Figure 8). 
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Claim 6: 

Ferrel discloses the method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
• displaying the outputted floating areas and textual areas within a viewer (the 
"outputted" floating areas and textual areas are displayed "within a viewer" in that 
the user views the web page using a browser on a computer monitor). 

Claims 7-11: 

These claims are for a "system" that performs the method of Claims 1-4 and 6. 
Thus, these claims are rejected using the same rationale. 

Claim 12: 

The system of claim 1 1 , wherein the defining is done by tagging the text objects 
and the floating objects with a markup language (see Column 2, Lines 5-17). 

Claim 13: 

The system of claim 12 wherein the markup language is at least one of extended 
markup language, extended style sheets language, and portable document format (see 
Column 2, Lines 37-47). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5 and 14-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Ferrel et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,860,073. 

Claim 5: 

As indicated in the above discussion, Ferrel discloses every element of Claim 4. 

Ferrel fails to expressly disclose two adjacent rectangles representing textual 
areas that are merged into a single rectangle. However, Ferrel does disclose "textual 
areas" and "floating areas" (see Figure 8) into which "text objects" and "floating objects" 
can be poured. Ferrel also discloses amending the "textual areas" and "floating areas" 
of a style sheet with an editor (see Column 27, Line 37 through Column 28, Line 51) for 
the purpose of modifying the appearance of web pages. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the method of electronically rendering data 
on a computer readable medium, disclosed in Ferrel, to include the step of merging two 
adjacent rectangles representing textual areas into a single rectangle for the purpose of 
modifying the appearance of web pages, as taught by Ferrel. 
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Claim 14: 

Ferrel discloses a method of electronically providing for a footnote body on a 
page (see Figures 6, 8 and 9), comprising: 

• receiving one or more page objects including reference objects (380 and 384, 
Figure 6) and body objects (382 and 386, Figure 6); 

• generating a body area located at the bottom of a page to house the body 
objects ("body areas" are generated at the "bottom" of a page to house body 
objects 382 and 386 in Figure 6); 

• generating a reference area located above the body area to house the reference 
objects (a "reference area" located "above" the "body area" is generated to house 
reference objects 380 and 384 in Figure 6); and 

• forming a reference geometric rectangle representing the reference area and a 
body geometric rectangle representing the body area (see Figure 8). 

Ferrel fails to expressly disclose: 

• expanding an area of the body geometric rectangle to accommodate an 
additional body object while deceasing a second area of the reference area 
maintaining an overall area associated with the page. 

However, Ferrel teaches "body areas" and "reference areas" (see Figure 8) into which 
"body objects" and "reference objects" can be poured. Ferrel also teaches amending 
the "body areas" and "reference areas" of a style sheet with an editor (see Column 27, 
Line 37 through Column 28, Line 51 ) for the purpose of insuring that a reference object 
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was properly displayed. Moreover, it was well-known by one of ordinary skill in the art 
of document processing at the time the invention was made to adjust "body areas" and 
"reference areas" of a page in the document (see Hayashi et al., U.S. Patent No. 
5,600,771 - Column 1, Lines 1 1-50) in order to include a footnote reference on the 
same page that it is cited. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the method of electronically providing for a 
footnote body on a page, disclosed in Ferrel, to include the step of expanding an area of 
the body geometric rectangle to accommodate an additional body object while 
deceasing a second area of the reference area maintaining an overall area associated 
with the page for the purpose of insuring that a reference object was properly displayed, 
as taught by Ferrel. 

Claim 15: 

Ferrel discloses the method of claim 14, further comprising: 
• displaying the reference geometric rectangle area and the body geometric 
rectangle area in a browser (see Figure 6). 



Claim 16: 

Ferrel discloses the method of claim 14, further comprising: 
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• delivering the page including the reference geometric rectangle area and the 
body geometric rectangle area to at least one of a browser and a printer in a 
markup language defining the page (see Figure 6). 

Claim 17: 

Ferrel discloses the method of claim 16, wherein the markup language is at least 
one of extended markup language, extended style sheets language, and portable 
document format (see Column 2, Lines 37-47). 

Claim 18: 

Ferrel discloses the method of claim 16, wherein the delivering the page occurs 
as reference objects and body objects are piped to a set of executable instructions 
operable to insert the markup language representing a displayed page (this 
automatically occurs because the reference invention operates on a computer). 

Claims 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ferrel et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,860,073, in view of Cuan et al., U.S. Patent No. 
4,503,515. 
Claim 19: 

As indicated in the above discussion, Ferrel discloses every element of Claim 14. 
Ferrel also discloses objects that are "reference objects" (see Table 2 in Column 23). 
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Ferrel fails to expressly disclose: 

• associating automatically a reference tag of the reference object with a text 
description of the body object. 

Cuan teaches: 

• associating automatically a reference tag of the reference object with a text 
description of the body object (see Figures 1-7), 

for the purposes of providing a smooth flow of information to a reader at different 
locations within a document and managing footnotes upon printout (see Column 1, Line 
26 through Column 2, Line 35). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the method of electronically providing for a 
footnote body on a page, disclosed in Ferrel, to include the step of associating 
automatically a reference tag of the reference object with a text description of the body 
object for the purposes of providing a smooth flow of information to a reader at different 
locations within a document and managing footnotes upon printout, as taught by Cuan. 

Claim 20: 

Ferrel fails to expressly disclose a reference fag that is a numeric character which 
is automatically incremented with each new reference tag. 

Cuan teaches a reference tag that is a numeric character which is automatically 
incremented with each new reference tag (see Figures 1-7 and Column 1 , Line 26 



Application/Control Number: 09/699,806 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2178 

through Column 2, Line 35) for the purposes of providing automatic footnote numbering 
and updating (see Column 1, Line 26 through Column 2, Line 35). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the method of electronically providing for a 
footnote body on a page, disclosed in Ferrel, to include the step of providing a reference 
tag that is a numeric character which is automatically incremented with each new 
reference tag for the purposes of providing automatic footnote numbering and updating, 
as taught by Cuan. 




Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: Arora et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,845,299; Tyan et al., U.S. Patent 
No. 5,893,127; Burch et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,088,708; and Wolfe, U.S. Patent No. 
5,870770. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Doug Hutton whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
1701 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon, can be reached at (703) 308-5186. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
746-7239. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 



WDH 

February 20, 2004 



SJ HEATHER HERNDON 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECH CENTER 2100 




